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ABSTRACT 



After individual members completed self-study dissertations, 
a collaborative of four researchers examined their self-study experiences and 
formulated a narrative methodological framework and a system of mentoring 
novices in self-study practices. The first section of this paper focuses on 
the implicit connection between self-study and narrative methodology. 
Self-study is conceptualized as a rigorous and vigorous methodology that is 
capable of producing personal and professional transformation. The second 
section discusses mentoring doctoral self-study work. Intensive self-study 
provides for authentic learning, self -development , reflection, insight, 
connection with others, real-world relevance, and practical application. 
Self-study is fundamental for authentic professional development and personal 
growth. (Contains 3 figures and 29 references.) (SLD) 
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Introduction 



Self-study methodology is ready to move beyond teacher education. After 
completing four self-study dissertations, our research collective spent a year examining 
our experience of self-study. This paper theorizes a narrative methodological framework 
and a system of mentoring novices into self-study practices that we believe will help self- 
study become more broadly utilized. 1 

During the spring semester 1997, four students, Lis, Liz, Mary Ellen, and Vicky, 
met as a classroom collaborative to develop their dissertation proposals. We had chosen 
the same dissertation chair and qualitative research methods, specifically narrative 
inquiry. Our chair formed the collaborative to help get our proposals written and 
approved by the newly formed university oversight committee (The Proposal Review 
Committee). We recognized that the narrative and qualitative methodologies we sought 
to do were not common in Temple University’s College of Education. 

After that semester, we became a dissertation support group from May 1997 to 
April 1998. This collaborative was significant in our experience of the process and the 
completion of our dissertations. The group facilitated progress throughout by assigning 
tasks and deadlines, providing feedback and suggestions to help overcome blocks in the 
research process, discussing and reflecting on the research process, and providing an 
emotional support network. We received our doctorates 2 in May 1998. 



1 This paper was presented as a poster session at AERA, April 1999: Montreal, Canada. Following the text 
are two mind maps and a drawing that were part of the presentation. 

2 The four dissertations were chaired by Dr. Jerry Allender, Temple University. 

Anderson -Patton, V. (1998). Creative catalysts: A study of creative teachers from their own perspectives 
and experiences. (Doctoral dissertation, Temple University, 1998). Dissertation Abstracts International, 
59/06, 1980. 

Baney, M.E. (1998) An examination of the process of implementing multiple intelligences theory into 
classroom practice: A team approach. (Doctoral dissertation. Temple University, 1998). Dissertation 
Abstracts International 59/06, 1900. 




2 



3 



